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My Country
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The love of field and coppice,
Of green and shaded lanes,
Of ordered woods and gardens
Is running in your veins.
Strong love of grey-blue distance,
Brown streams and soft, dim skies -
I know but cannot share it,
My love is otherwise. 

I love a sunburnt country,
A land of sweeping plains,
Of ragged mountain ranges,
Of droughts and flooding rains.
I love her far horizons,
I love her jewel-sea,
Her beauty and her terror – 
The wide brown land for me! 
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Dorothea McKellar 1904 (19 yrs)
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to our last newsletter for 2005.  I’m writing this sitting down by the dock of Cockle Bay (sorry, now you’ll be humming all day) and what a glorious vista it is.  From the western shore of Darling Harbour you can see The Rocks, Harbour Bridge, Town Hall Clock Tower, the domes of the Queen Victoria Building, Centrepoint Tower and the city skyscrapers.  There is a delightful hum in the air from the water taxis, buzzing their way around the harbour like bees in the hot afternoon sun.

Darling Harbour separates the city from the suburb of Pyrmont which is only a leisurely 5 minute stroll across the old “swing span” Pyrmont Bridge. The Bridge was designed by Percy Allan and opened in 1902 as the main road link with Sydney’s western suburbs. 
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The old Goldsborough-Mort Woolstore building can also be seen, built in 1883 it is now weathering time as an apartment block. The brilliant whiteness of the Darling Harbour complex, Convention Centre and Maritime Museum and the  dazzling lights of Star City Casino and the restaurants and nightclubs of Cockle Bay have transformed Pyrmont and Darling Harbour from back docks and wharves into a sparkling pleasure playground. 

The old Pyrmont is very much alive though, in its streets of tiny 19th century brick and stone houses, some dating back to very early days indeed, and with their foundations firmly cemented to the original rock face. 

In the past Pyrmont was very much a working area and today, like its trendy sister suburbs Glebe and Annandale, Pyrmont still manages to keep its down to earth friendliness.

National Maritime Museum
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Darling Harbour

At dockside the many boats and ships of the Maritime Museum are open to tourists. These include the HMAS Vampire, a Destroyer serving in the Royal Australian Navy from 1959 to 1986, the HMAS Onslow Submarine which served from 1969 to 1999, and the awesome tall ships: the Endeavour replica, the James Craig and the Bounty replica.  

A stroll passed the ‘Welcome Wall’ and through the ‘Commerce’ and ‘Passenger’ sections of the Museum will give you a real sense of feeling for the old wharf area, and all those people who came from over the seas to live in Australia.

The Museum’s ‘Vikings’ exhibit which will be open till June 2006 is an event for the whole family. For more information contact the National Maritime Museum on (02) 9298 3777 or www.anmm.gov.au. 
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Foreshore Walk

Before leaving the Harbour I must share with you of one of my all time favourite walks as I feel that the harbour foreshore scenery is not only one of the most beautiful anywhere in the world but is also undoubtedly one of the most historical in Australia. 
Starting at Darling Harbour, walk around to Dawes Point, underneath the Harbour Bridge and through The Rocks.  Carry on round to Circular Quay then continue on past the Opera House and through the Royal Botanic Gardens to Mrs Macquarie’s Chair. 
By that time you will be well and truly ready to put your feet up and shout yourself to a cold drink at the Kiosk located at Mrs Macquarie’s Chair or perhaps a bite of lunch at the Gardens Restaurant. .
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City of Shadows Exhibition

This exhibition at the Justice & Police Museum (corner Albert & Phillips Sts, Circular Quay) is certainly worth a look. Open till 5.11.06 this is a broad collection of police forensic negatives which casts a fascinating light on the shadowy underworld of Sydney during the 20s and 30s.  

The mugshots allow us to see the characters of that world, the thieves, ‘breakers, ‘receivers’, ‘magsmen’, ‘spielers’, ‘urgers’, shoplifters, dope users, prostitutes, ‘makers of false oaths’ and the occasional murderer.  From these photographs we are also able to view the physical environment, the mean kitchens, bedrooms and parlours, the pubs, boarding houses, corner shops and residentials, the sheds, streets and back lanes of a Sydney that is both eerily strange and all too familiar.

Gaol Photograph Description Books

NSW State Archives

Microfilm copies of Darlinghurst Gaol Photographic Description Books NRS 2138 (Reels 5102-5106) covering the period 1885-1897 are available in the Kingswood and City reading rooms. They give an invaluable source of information about each prisoner, including a photograph, description, marks and special features, date of birth, arrival in the colony, occupation, education, religion, where and when tried, offence and previous convictions.

To search the index  see: www.records.nsw.gov.au/indexes/gaols.htm
Index to Police Service Registers

NSW State Archives

This index can be viewed on line and covers police appointments c.1857-1913 CGS 10943. 

The microfilm copies of these registers (SR Reel 3043), can be viewed at both the Kingswood and City reading rooms. Information in the registers include, registered number, name, mounted or foot, age, description, native place, marital status, calling, religion, district, date of appointment to each rank, date of leaving force and cause. 

To search the index go to: www.records.nsw.gov.au/indexes/police.htm
The Highwayman

The wind was a torrent of darkness 

among the gusty trees,

The moon was a ghostly galleon 

tossed upon cloudy seas,

The road was a ribbon of moonlight, 

over the purple moor,

And the highwayman came riding – riding – riding –

The highwayman came riding, 

up to the old inn-door.

He’d a French cocked hat on his forehead,

a bunch of lace at his chin,

A coat of claret velvet, 

and breeches of brown doe-skin;

They fitted with never a wrinkle: 

his boots were up to the thigh!

And he rode with a jewelled twinkle, 

His pistol butts a-twinkle,

His rapier hilt a-twinkle,

 under the jewelled sky.

 Alfred Noyes (1880-1958)
Highwaymen

Stirring isn’t it? The stuff of legends, but how true is the romantic image of the well dressed gentleman, kerchief covering his face and a polite “stand and deliver” or “your money or your life”?

During the 17th and 18th centuries the roads leading to London were notorious for highwaymen and the threat and fear of being robbed was ever present. There were gentlemen highwayman but more often than not brutal and violent thugs carried out the trade.

The legend of the ‘gentleman’ highwayman was first created in 1739 with the book Life of Richard Turpin, and given real substance after 1834 with the exploits of dauntless Dick Turpin and his horse Black Bess in Harrison Ainsworth’s worldwide bestseller  Rookwood. 

The real Dick Turpin was in fact a nasty piece of business to say the least, a horse-stealer, house- breaker, murderer and torturer. No matter how much you wish to separate the fact from fiction though, there was certainly something memorable about the man. Turpin may not have been a gentleman but he was perhaps a charismatic rake. 

In 1739, Turpin was driven through York in an open cart, dressed in a set of new clothes and bowing to the crowd as he passed. He then climbed the ladder to the gibbet, chatting all the while to his executioner and guards, and “with undaunted courage looked about him and after speaking a few words to the topsman, he threw himself off the ladder and expired in about five minutes” -York Courant  7.4.1739. 

Wild Colonial Boy
There was a wild colonial boy,

Jack Donahue was his name.
He was born and raised in Ireland,

 in a place called Castlemain.

He was his father’s only son, 

his mother’s pride and joy.

And dearly did his parents love the wild colonial boy.


At the age of sixteen years, 
he left his native home, 
and to Australia's sunny shores,

a bushranger did roam. 
They put him in the iron gang, 
in the government employ 
But never an iron on earth could hold, 

The Wild Colonial Boy!

Chorus: So come away me hearties, 
We'll roam the mountains high.
Together we will plunder,
and together we will die. 
We'll scour along the valleys, 
and we'll gallop o'er the plains,
and scorn to live in slavery, 
bound down by  iron chains.

The Ballad

I personally know so many different versions of this folk ballad that it’s hard for me to even put it down on paper. The melody almost certainly originated in Ireland and the words were adapted early on to identify with the new colony’s rebellion against authority, most of whom had literally felt the “lash” of British justice.  

The hero in this ballad is Jack Doolan/Duggan/Donahue, and most likely refers to the life and death of bushranger Jack Donahoe, an Irish convict who was transported to Australia in 1824 at the age of 18. Donahoe’s outlaw gang were well known for their stylish garb, stolen from the passengers on the coaches they held up. Donahoe was killed by police just outside Sydney in 1830.


Book Review 

Australian Bushrangers 

by Bill Scott 1998
If you’re interested in the subject of bushrangers, then this little paperback is a good read and a good price at  $21.00. I bought my copy recently from Angus & Robertson in Pitt St, Sydney.  

Just Joking!

A man was walking home after a party and decided to take a shortcut through the cemetery.  Right in the middle of the cemetery he was startled by a tap-tap-tapping noise coming from the shadows.  Trembling with fear, he found an old man with a hammer and chisel, chipping away at one of the headstones.

“Wow, Mister”, he said after catching his breath, “You scared me half to death - I thought you were a ghost!  What on earth are you doing working here so late at night?”

“Those fools!” the old man grumbled.  “They misspelled my name!”
    BAILED UP by Tom Roberts

Art Gallery of NSW

This major work of Roberts' was supposedly based on an incident that occurred in the 1860s on the main northern road through New England where the infamous bushranger “Captain Thunderbolt” held up a Cobb & Co coach and its driver, Bob Bates. 

Back on the home front…

Well, 2005 is now behind us and with it the mad rush to have all our research and presentation folders finished in time for them to be presented on Christmas Day.  

Just to give you some idea of the amount of work involved, it was a family effort last night to collate around the dining room table, six lots of 300 page presentation folders consisting of family history research, documents and photos. These have been ordered by a keen family historian to be given as gifts to family members, and have been an ongoing event for both their family and mine for the last 3 years!  

Christmas really is the busiest time of the year for heraldry and research, however overall throughout the year research is ongoing. Research could involve a presentation folder for an event such as a birthday, Mother’s or Father’s Day, or a one-off hour’s research, no matter we always find it exciting and interesting.   As you will appreciate heraldry and presentation folders, depending on size and content can take from 3-6 months to complete so please put your orders in well in advance of the event. 

Workshops and Talks

Bonnie and I would particularly like to take this opportunity to thank all those people who have welcomed us into their neighbourhood or group to make our workshops and talks so memorable.  

This year we have held a series of workshops in the city, down south in the beautiful Illawarra, and more recently, and certainly one of the prettiest and ideal venues, (especially as it coincided with their Ivy Craft Markets) at the Springwood Neighbourhood Centre, in the Blue Mountains. Our Workshop 1 “Introduction to Genealogy”, in September was so well attended, that we filled our quota of 30 participants very quickly, so unfortunately a few people missed out.  If enough people are interested therefore we would be happy to hold another Introductory Workshop at Springwood.  If you would be interested in attending this workshop please contact us. Also keep in mind that Workshop 2 “Genealogy Records” is on at the same venue 15.04.2006.  From our family to yours, we wish you all a Wonderful Christmas and the very best for 2006.

Leonie

Family History Workshops 2006

During 2006 Leonie will be holding a series of family history workshops in Sydney City, the Bankstown area and at Springwood in the Blue Mountains. These workshops can be taken individually or as a series.  You can take part in as many as you would like. Leonie has over thirty years experience and one of the largest private historical and genealogical library collections, with extensive Australian and European records.  These workshops will teach you new skills, strategies and resources to help you get started or unstuck with researching your family’s history. You will be introduced to the various genealogy records and methods used in both Australian and overseas research. 

Workshop 1 - Introduction to Genealogy     

How do I begin?

Workshop 2 - Genealogy Records 



How do I find my Australian ancestors?

Workshop 3 - Shipping & Convict Records   


When and how did my ancestors arrive in Australia?

Workshop 4 - Overseas Research 




Where are my ancestors from?

Venues: Springwood Workshops to be held at Springwood Neighbourhood Centre. Sydney and Bankstown venues to be advised. All workshops run from 11 am to 3 pm with a break. 

Bookings are essential as we have a limit of 30 participants per day.

Cost:  $30 per workshop or $100 for all four. This includes:
* Lunch/light refreshments. 
* Information pack including research materials and charts.
* Certificate of Achievement (on completion of each workshop).

Family History Talks

Leonie is also available to talk on a variety of subjects relating to Australian and overseas family history research as well as other historical subjects with a relevance to family history.  

Cost of talks will depend on the location.

Metropolitan $50.00

Local Country $150.00

Distant Country or Interstate costs can be negotiated.

  If you are interested in attending a workshop or arranging a talk or would like more information please contact us by phone on 02 9660 8972, email at leonied@hn.ozemail.com.au  or mail to PO Box 34, Enmore NSW 2042.
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Lewis chessmen: berserker and king from the National Museum of Scotland
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H. Ellis, presumed 


Central Cells c1920


www.hht.nsw.gov.au
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By Edward Minchen from J H Maiden The Flowering Plants and Ferns of New South Wales - Part 1' 


NSW Government Printing Office 1895 
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