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The Bell Birds

By channels of coolness the echoes are calling,
And down the dim gorges I hear the creek falling;
It lives in the mountains, where moss and the sedges
Touch with their beauty the banks and the ledges;
Through brakes of the cedar and sycamore bowers
Struggles the light that is love to the flowers.
And, softer than slumber, and sweeter than singing,
The notes of the bellbirds are running and ringing.

The silver-voiced bellbirds, the darlings of daytime,
They sing in September their songs of the Maytime
When shadows wax strong, and the thunderbolts hurtle,
They hide with their fear in the leaves of the myrtle:
When rain and the sunbeams shine mingled together
They start up like fairies that follow fair  weather,
And straightway the hues of their feathers unfolden
Are the [image: image6.emf] 

green and the purple, the blue and the golden.
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October, the maiden of bright yellow tresses,
Loiters for love in these cool wildernesses;
Loiters knee-deep in the grasses to listen,
Where dripping rocks gleam and the leafy pools glisten


Then is the time when the water-moons splendid
Break with their gold, and are scattered or blended
Over the creeks, till the woodlands have warning
Of songs of the bellbird and wings of the morning.

Where dripping rocks gleam and the leafy pools glisten
Then is the time when the water-moons splendid
Break with their gold, and are scattered or blended           Over the creeks, till the woodlands have warning
Of songs of the bellbird and wings of the morning.

Welcome as waters unkissed by the summers
Are the voices of Bellbirds to thirsty far-comers
When fiery December sets foot in the forest,
And the need of the wayfarer presses the sorest,
Pent in the ridges for ever and ever,
The bellbirds direct him to spring to the river,
With rings and with ripple, like runnels whose torrents
Are toned by the pebbles and leaves in the current.

Often I sit, looking back to a childhood
Mixed with the sights and the sounds of the wildwood,
Longing for power and the sweetness to fashion
Lyrics with beats like the heartbeats of passion -
Songs interwoven of lights and of laughters
Borrowed from bellbirds in far forest rafters;
So I might keep in the cities and alleys
The beauty and strength of the deep mountain valleys,
Charming to slumber the pain of my losses
With glimpses of creeks and a vision of mosses.

Henry Kendell, 1869

Dear Friends,

Well as they say, spring has sprung in the city. The sea breeze is deliciously warm and salty, and my jasmine which is all out in bloom smells heavenly. My two feline companions Molly and the Miss have left me to my own devices sitting on the veranda in the sun while they go out exploring and chatting up the tourists.

There’s a lot of good stuff happening at 

the moment and I will be mentioning 

some of it later on but there are a few things that I would particularly like to draw your attention to.   Firstly, if like me, you’re really into cemeteries, especially at this time of the year when everything looks so overgrown and gorgeous, then I highly recommend the Rookwood Cemetery Heritage Tours. These guided tours have special themes and are a real credit to the volunteers of 

the Friends of Rookwood who organise them. The highlight of the year is their upcoming Open Day on 18 September 2005, when there will be special tours and attractions in recognition of the 150th Anniversary of the Official Opening of the NSW Railways. All money raised goes to the restoration of the cemetery. For more information on Sunday tours and the Rookwood Open Day, please contact Robyn Hawes on (02) 9499 2415.
Les Genies de la Mer
Another event that I would like to especially mention is Les Genies de la Mer exhibition, which is literally just down the road from me at the National Maritime Museum in Darling Harbour.  This exhibition contains a collection of French Naval sculptures and giant figureheads in all their gold and intricately carved flamboyancy. This is one of the best exhibitions I’ve seen anywhere and entry into the Museum and exhibition are both free of charge. So add coffee or lunch at Darling Harbour before or afterwards and it’s a lovely economical day out. For more information contact the National Maritime Museum (02) 9298 3777 or www.anmm.gov.au. 


City of Sydney Library
The City of Sydney Library has relocated to its new premises at Customs House, Circular Quay. I use this library all the time and it is one of the best information sources in Sydney, particularly as it has the largest range of local and international newspaper collections in Australia. For more information contact the City of Sydney Library (02) 9242 8555 or www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au.

Waverley and South Head Cemetery transcriptions 
The Society of Australian Genealogists (SAG) has just produced the Waverley and South Head Cemetery transcriptions on a new CD. South Head was opened in 1869 and Waverley in 1877 and both cemeteries are still in use. For more information contact the SAG on 9247 3953 or www.sag.org.au.

 Lace Study Centre
If you want to see some magnificent old lace pieces, and also learn more about the techniques and the women that made them visit the Lace Study Centre at the Powerhouse Museum. The Centre estimates that they have over 1,000 pieces some dating back to the 16th Century. For more information contact the Powerhouse Museum (02) 9217 0111 or www.phm.gov.au.

Baby Farming 
I am always being asked about Baby Farming, which was a practice that was prevalent in the 19th and early 20th Century. Baby farmers were people who “cared” for children for payment, mostly for desperate unmarried and working mothers. Many of these children were boarded on a long term basis living with the carer’s family. Most carers were relatively honest wishing only to supplement their meager income with payment for the child.  However due to lack of proper regulations and checks, these children were often abused and neglected. There were even cases where children were murdered and not only did the payments continue but one child after another followed with the same consequences.

And while we’re on the subject of children... 

Chimney Sweeps
Sounds so sweet doesn’t it? In reality it was anything but. During the 18th and 19th Century because of their size little children, mainly boys, were sent up chimneys to clean them out. When I look at a wee three year old, it literally sickens me to think of those tiny souls going up into that darkness, soot and perhaps hot ashes!  Not to mention that their lives would be doubly awful as there would be absolutely no respite due to fact that most of these children were orphaned or poor and were at the mercy of cruel and greedy masters.  The mere thought is all too horrible for words let alone the act, and to think this common practice was completely acceptable to the average person of the day. 

The Chimney Sweeper 
When my mother died I was very young,

And my father sold me while yet my tongue

Could scarcely cry “weep! ‘weep! ‘weep! ‘weep!’

So your chimneys I sweep, & in soot I sleep.

There’s little Tom Dacre, who cried when his head,

That curl’d like a lamb’s back, was shav’d: so I said

‘Hush, Tom! Never mind it, for when your head’s bare

‘You know that the soot cannot spoil your white hair.’

And so he was quiet, & that very night,

As Tom was a-sleeping, he had such a sight!

That thousands of sweepers, Dick, Joe, Ned, & Jack,

Were all of them lock’d up in coffins of black.

And by came an Angel who had a bright key,

And he open’d the coffins & set them all free;

Then down a green plain leaping, laughing, they run,

And wash in a river, and shine in the Sun.

Then naked & white, all their bags left behind,

They rise upon clouds and sport in the wind;

And the Angel told Tom, if he’d be a good boy,

He’d have God for his father, & never want joy.

And so Tom awoke; and we rose in the dark,

And got with our bags & our brushes to work,

Tho’ the morning was cold, Tom was happy & warm;

So if all do their duty they need not fear harm.

William Blake  c. 1789

John Hudson – First Fleet Convict
One such little chap was 9 year old John Hudson who was given a sentence of 14 years and held in dreaded Newgate Prison until being transported to NSW on the First Fleet in 1788.

John was picked up for home burglary after he was seen “washing his soot off in a water tub” and the only person to give evidence was the householder who stated “I observed a table that stood very near the window, there I found the mark of sooty feet...’. 

The following questions and answers are the only ones between the Judge and John at his hearing at London’s Old Bailey.

Court to Prisoner - How old are you?  

‘Going on 9’

What business was you bred up in?     

‘None, Sometimes a chimney sweeper.’

Have you any father or mother?

‘Dead’ 

How long?

‘I do not know.’

The story of John Hudson is told in Orphans of History – The Forgotten Children of the First Fleet by Robert Holden. 

Erika Zimmer of WSW Book Reviews quotes Holden as saying “ the whole sorry saga got to me because my own son was nine at the time... I kept asking myself, Dear God, how could they do this? How can this be?” 

Convict Records
Australia is a huge country but prior to the Gold Rush era and the 1850’s, it had a small community and that’s why I’m always keen to take any family history I’m working on back to this point. For me this is a magic date and literally where the fun starts, and it is at this point that I always head over to my two most important sources of research, Convict & Immigration Shipping Indexes and Musters & Census.  

If you have traced your family back to this time in Australia, then its more than likely you have a convict ancestor but remember with convict research and in fact all other family history research it pays to be thorough. It’s a bit like travelling, you may have all good intentions to return to that exact spot the next day, but due to circumstances it may take 20 years to come back and then you wonder where you were exactly. So it’s always important to document everything as you go, never rely only on memory. 

Convict Research Guide
Perhaps the following guide points that I use for Convict research may be of assistance to you.

* Shipping Indexes/Lists
* Applications to Marry

* Musters & Census
* BDMS

* IGI
* Colonial Offences

* Convict Indents
* Colonial Secretaries Papers

* Pardons 
* Memorials

* Assignments
* Departures

* Trials
* Newspaper – Syd. Gazette

* Hulk Records 
* Probates

Heraldry

Although there has been some uncertainty about the origins of heraldry as we know it, it is commonly thought that it emerged in Europe in the 11th Century with the introduction of coat mail, a type of metal armour which covered combatants from head to foot.  So that those fighting in battle could identify both friend and foe, a “Coat” of Arms was worn over this armour.  This was originally a light material tunic decorated with symbols that distinguished the wearer as a member of a particular family or group. 

From these simple, practical origins, heraldry gradually developed into a highly complex art.  With each generation, more symbols were added and the Coat of Arms increased in intricacy.  More objects, animals and even mythical creatures began to be depicted.  In this way, some of the simplest Coats of Arms are the oldest.  Symbols often illustrated some glorious deed or praiseworthy act of the owner or formed a play on the bearers name or occupation, eg Lyons, a lion; Oakes, an acorn or Woulfe, a wolf. 

The main colours used in heraldry were gules (red) a symbol of martial fortitude and magnanimity; azure (blue) which symbolises loyalty and truth; sable (black) which symbolises constancy and grief; vert (green), a symbol of hope and joy and purpose (purple) which symbolises royalty and justice. Also represented were the metals or (gold), depicted as bright yellow, signifying generosity and elevation of mind, and argent (silver) depicted as white signifying peace or sincerity. 

The basic heraldic components are the Shield, Crest and Motto.  Of these the Shield is the most important since the Coat of Arms are depicted on it. The Crest surmounts the Arms and is usually shown on a wreath of the two main colours of the shield. Historically, the Crest was attached to the top of the Knight's helmet and acted as an additional form of identification in battle. Mottoes were usually shown on a scroll beneath the Shield and were often a war-cry or slogan used in battle.  

As the popularity of heraldry grew, it was adopted by civilian individuals, town governments, universities, the church, army regiments and eventually national states and more recently, corporations. Today it is popular for Coats of Arms to be used on letterheads and bookplates, engraved on the family silver and jewellery, or even made into a bumper sticker for your car.
Book Review – The Secret River by Kate Grenville

My book review this quarter is The Secret River  by Australian author Kate Grenville. I had heard a lot of raves about this new book so I couldn’t wait to pop along to Angus & Robertson in the city and buy a copy.  As far as I know this book has only been released in hard cover as yet and set me back $45.00, which I found just a tiny bit steep as it isn’t a large book and the print is sparse. However it is very nicely presented and well researched and written. 

This book is by no means 

a marathon and won’t 

take you long to read but 

as family history buffs, I’m 

sure you will enjoy the refreshing and sincere way the subject matter is handled. For further information see www.textpublishing.com.au.

Back on the home front…

We’ve got Father’s Day coming up which is always a busy time for us and then there’s the Christmas gift rush. It is too late for any photos, family history research or heraldry orders for this Father’s Day but we can always take orders for Christmas, Birthdays, next Father’s Day or Mother’s Day.  Please get your orders in for Christmas as soon as possible if you haven’t already done so, as the delivery cut-off date will be approximately 11 December 2005, and there will be quite a volume of work to get through to fill our orders by that date.
Many of you are on quite familiar terms with both my son Jacob and daughter Bonnie, as over the years they have helped me considerably in the office, with research, workshops, newsletter articles, pick ups and drop offs, and in fact every facet of family history. I am therefore very excited to tell you that after completing her History Degree this year, Bonnie will be joining me full time with family history research and I can assure you she is just as passionate about the subject as I am as you can see by her article on Heraldry earlier in this newsletter.

Workshops and Talks

My series of talks this year have been on women and their involvement in the five important stages of this country’s development, ie Pre-European, Convict, Immigration, Gold Rush and Modern. If you have a family history interest group and would like me to say a few words please do not hesitate to contact me and where possible I will attend.
This year our Family History workshops in the city and in the Illawarra have been particularly well attended and enjoyed. There have been many requests for a series of workshops in the Blue Mountains and we are at present looking into suitable venues. Once something has been decided I will definitely get back to you with dates, etc. In the meantime Bonnie and I will be travelling north on 28 August 2005 for the Maitland Genealogy Fair. Unfortunately though, due to a family commitment, we can’t make the Family History Societies’ Annual State Conference hosted by Cowra Family History Group, to be held in Cowra on 16th to 18th September, 2005. For more information on this conference please contact 6341 4822 or kich@allstate.net.au. 

Well the sun is just fading behind the trees, so I hope you enjoyed this Newsletter and I will catch up with you again in my Summer Edition closer to Christmas. In the meantime, if you would like further information on any aspect of researching your family history, or to receive our quarterly newsletter, please give me a call on (02) 9660 8972 or send an email to leonied@hn.ozemail.com.au.  


Leonie
** HOT OFF THE PRESS **





Springwood


Family History Workshops


11.00 am - 3.00 pm


26.11.2005, 15.4.2006, 8.7.2006, 14.10.2006.


Please contact us for more information.
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Celebrate “Wattle Day”


1st September
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